GREY'S SPEECH
"France is involved in the present crisis mty because, of her of honour under a definite alliance with Russia, ... ywts we have had a longstanding friendship with me.,..•:'• "B*? how fa? that friendAif entails an obliga-let ev$ry man l@$ info; hfihwn, heart, and: his own coft&itrue, the extent of his obligation f$r himself. l Spetik my personal vie,w> and I have'given the House myfMttngS in the matter. , ,.      :       , " "The French Fleet %s now in the Mediterranean, and the Northern  and Western .coasts   of France   are  absolutely undefended. . -, .If a foreign fleet came and .attacked this coast, we could not stand aside with our arms folded. ... / say that from the point of view of British interests. We feel strongly that France was entitled to know—and to know1 at' oncel—whether or notin the event of attack upon her unprotected Northern and Western coasts, she could ;de$end upon British support. .. . With respect to Belgium, our honour and our, interests are at least as deeply involved to-day-as in 1870, and we cannot take a more narrow view or a less serious view of our obligations than was taken by Mr. Gladstone in i8jo" (Here he reads the replies from the two Ambassadors and King Albert's appeal.)
"// Belgium's independence goes, the independence of Holland will follow. I ask the House, from the point of view of British interests, to consider what will follow if we stand aside in this crisis. I doubt whether, whatever material force we may have at the end, it would be of very much value in face of the respect that we should have lost. And do not believe, whether a Great Power stands outside this war or not, it is going to be in a position at the end of it to exert its superior strength. For us± with a powerful fleet. . . if we are engaged in war, ^<? shall suffer but little more than we shall suffer wen if we stand aside; we are going to suffer, I am afraid, terribly 'in- this war whether we are in it or whether we stand aside. Foreign trade is going to stop :*. . atid at the best we should not be in a position to use our force decisively to undo what had happened in the course of the war, to prevent the whole of the West of Europe opposite us falling
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